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Abstract  
 
The objective of this research is to find out that the use of Clustering Strategy  
can improve the the ability of the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 
Sindue Tombusabora in writing simple descriptive paragraphs. This research 
applied true-experimental research design which involved two sample groups. 
There were an experimental group and a control group. The  population of this 
research was the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora 
and the sample consisted of four classes: VII A, VII B, VII C, and VII D. The 
sample was selected by using random sampling technique In collecting data, the 
researcher used one instrument, namely test. The pre-test was used to measure 
the students‟ ability in writing simple descriptive paragraphs before treatment 
and post-test was used to measure the students‟ ability after the treatment. The 
data were analyzed by using a statistical analysis in order to know the significant 
difference of the students‟ achievement both in pre-test and post-test. The result 
of data analysis showed that the t-counted value (9.9) was greater than the t-table 
value (2.026) by applying 0.05 level of significance and the degree of freedom 
(df) was 38 (df= 20 + 20 – 2= 38). In conclusion, the use of clustering strategy 
can improve the ability of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue 
Tombusabora in writing simple descriptive paragraphs.    
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INTRODUCTION 
 English in Indonesia is taught as a foreign language, the students are hoped to master 
it in order to be medium either orally or in written communication. It means that English is 
a compulsory learning subject that must be taught for the students in the school from the 
elementary school until university.   
 Mastering English as a foreign language of course is not as simple as learning English 
as a national language because it has different situation in teaching learning process. In 
learning as a foreign language, we learn a new language that we have never known before. 
Teacher must master and understand what technique is suitable to be used in English 
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teaching and learning process. By using suitable technique, the teacher can help the students 
to understand and master English material well. Meanwhile in learning English as a national 
language, the students will learn easily because the language is used in their daily activities.  
Moreover, the teaching and learning process will be more effective if the teacher can apply 
different techniques in the classroom such as using accurate pronounciation, explaining alot 
of idioms and phrases, and showing how to use good grammar in the way it is actually 
spoken or written. As the result, both the students will be easier to understand the material 
in their teaching and learning process in the classroom.              
 Writing is the most difficult subject which should be mastered by the students. In 
having good writing, the students have to know some of the rules in writing. They are such 
as using correct vocabulary, grammar, and spelling. One of the ways in solving this 
problem, as what is suggested by the successful writers is to keep on practicing to write. 
One of them is stated by Bram (1995: 7), “it is true that we improve our writing mainly 
through writing itself.” By encouraging and adjusting the students to write something. 
Automatically, they are also accustomed to select the appropriate words, to construct the 
correct grammar, and to spell words correctly.     
 Writing is considered as complicated skill for the students because when they want to 
write paragraph, they should know and learn about several elements of writing such as 
grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. Considering with those elements of writing, many 
students in all levels have poor writing habits, especially at SMP level. Therefore, Based on 
the observation, the researcher has obtained the data through preliminary observation almost 
all of the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora got any difficulties 
in learning English especially in writing simple paragraphs. Generally, they did not know 
how to develop their idea that they wanted to write. They did not master the use of 
grammatical sentences well. Beside that, the students had problem with grammar. As a 
result, the idea of a paragraph cannot be communicated well without having a good 
grammar. To have a good writing, they have to know how to write words correctly. After 
knowing the way how to write words correctly, the students will not make similar mistake 
in their spelling and the readers can get the meaning of the word itself. Another problem 
which was faced by the students was lack of vocabulary. It was one of  the crucial things 
that they could not master well. Considering those problems, the researcher was  interested 
in conducting her research in this school focused on writing simple descriptive paragraphs. 
Based on that condition, the researcher applied better technique in order that the students‟ 
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mistakes in writing could be minimized. Therefore, the students will not make similar 
mistakes in their writing.  
Based on the problems found by the researcher when doing prelimenary observation 
in this school, she wanted to improve the students writing ability through clustering 
strategy. It is one of the easy ways to improve the students‟ writing ability, especially in 
writing simple descriptive paragraphs. This strategy helps the beginners in gathering the 
idea by asking them to make a cluster of some ideas that written in descriptive paragraphs. 
They write down every word or every phrase that figures out into their mind about the topic. 
To do this, the students write down some words. Then, they circle them around the topic. 
Shortly, the researcher was sure that clustering strategy may help the students to improve 
their writing ability, particularly in writing simple descriptive paragraph. 
    
METHODOLOGY 
In this research, the researcher used true experimental research design in order to 
figure out that clustering strategy can improve the ability of seventh grade students of SMP 
Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora in writing simple descriptive paragraphs. Two groups were 
involved in this research. They were experimental group and control group. Both of these 
classes were taught by the researcher.   
The researcher administered the test twice. The first test is called pre-test. It was 
applied before giving treatment. The second test is called post-test. It was given after the 
treatment.  The experimental group got treatment (X) through clustering strategy while the 
control group was not taught by using clustering strategy. The design of the research was 
taken from Ary, et al. (2010:316). It can be described as follows:   
Table 1 
Pretest-Posttest Random Design 
Groups Pretest Independent Variable Posttest 
Experimantal Group (E) y1 X y2 
Control Group (C) y1 - y2 
Dealing with the above design, there were some terms and symbols depicted in the 
table. The „E‟ and „C‟ were presented as sample of this research. E was for experimental 
group and C was for control group. Furthermore, x represented the independent variable, or 
called as experimental treatment. y represented the dependent variable. y1 was the pretest 
received by both groups before being manipulated by the independent variable (x). 
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Likewise, y2 was the posttest received by both groups after being manipulated by 
independent variable (x). 
Gay (1996:112) explains, “Population is the group of the interest to the researcher, the 
group to which sees or he would like the result of the study to be generally able”. The 
population of this research was the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue 
Tombusabora. It consisted of four parallel classes: VII A, VII B, VII C and VII D.  
The sample was a part of population, which investigated, and the result can be 
generalized. Charles in Latief (2013:181) defines, “a sample as a small group of people 
selected to represent the much larger entire population from which it is drawn”. In this 
research, the reseacher used simple random sampling technique in selecting the sample 
because the sample was considered as  homogenous (same level). The procedures of 
selecting the sample were as follows. First, The researcher roled the paper containing names 
of the students each class. Second, she filled the roll papers into a tin. Third, she shook them 
and dropped out twenty papers which containing five students from each class. The papers 
fallen were the sample of this research (experimetal group). To select the sample of control 
group, the researcher prepared four small pieces of paper and then she wrote the name of 
each class into the papers. After that, she fold the pieces of paper and put them in a glass. 
Then, she shook the glass and dropped one of them. The name of class that dropped was 
become control group.  Finally, the students in class C became control group.   
Variable was a number, amount or situation which can change. Charles in Latief 
(2013:11) defines, “ Variable is characteristics that tend to differ from individuals may have 
the same variable trait or measure”. Relating to the tittle of this research, “Improving the 
Ability of the Seventh Grade Students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora in Writing 
Simple Descriptive Paragraphs, there were two variables in this research. They were 
dependent and independent variable. The dependent variable was improving the ability of 
seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora in writing simple descriptive 
paragraphs while the independent variable of this research was the use of clustering 
strategy. 
To collect the data, the researcher used test as an instrument. The test consisted of pre-
test and post-test. Both of tests have similar, but they have different topic. Pre-test was 
given before the treatment while post-test was given after the treatment.  
To assess this test, the researcher used the scoring guide proposed by Heaton 
(1990:111) as seen in the Table 2.   
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Table 2 
Scoring System/ Guide  
 
Grammar 5   Master of grammar taught on course – only 1 or 2 minor 
mistakes 
4 A few minor mistakes only (preposition, articles, etc.) 
3     Only 1 or 2 major mistakes but a few minor ones 
2   Major mistakes which lead to difficulty in understanding –    
lack of mastery of sentence construction 
1  Numerous serious mistakes – no mastery of sentence 
construction – almost unintelligible   
Vocabulary 5 Use of wide range of vocabulary taught previously  
4  Good use of new words acquired – use of appropriate 
synonym, circumlocution, etc. 
3  Attempts to use words acquired – fairly appropriate 
vocabulary on the whole but sometimes restricted – has to 
resort to use of synonyms, circumlocution, etc. on a few 
occasions 
2   Restricted vocabulary – use of synonyms (but not always 
appropriate) – imprecise and vague – affects meaning 
1    Very restricted vocabulary – inappropriate use of synonyms 
– seriously hinders communication           
Spelling 5     No errors 
4    1 or 2 minor errors only (e.g. ie or ei) 
3 Several errors – do not interfere significantly with 
communication – not too hard to understand 
2    Several errors -  some interfere with communication – some 
words very hard to recognize 
1  Numerous errors -  hard to recognize several words – 
communication made very difficult   
 
After obtaining data from descriptive analysis, it was essential for the researcher of 
this study to analyze the data statistically. This analysis function to measure how effective 
and significant the medium for students in writing simple descriptive paragraphs.  
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To know the ability of the students in writing simple descriptive paragraphs, the 
researcher firstly computed the individual score by using the formula from Sutomo 
(1985:123) as follows: 
Individual score = 
               
             
       
 
Where :   
∑  = standard score 
 X  = number of correct answer 
N  = maximum score 
Then the researcher computed the mean score of each test of each group. A formula is 
proposed by Ary, et al. (2010:108-109) as follows: 
X  
∑ 
 
 
Where:  
X  = mean 
∑  sum of 
X  = scores in a distribution 
N  = number of scores 
After getting the value of mean score of each group (both pretest and posttest), the 
researcher computed the value of deviation to get the value of standard error by using the 
formula that is proposed by Ary, et al. (2010:115 &171) as follows: 
a. Formula of Deviation  
x = X -  X 
where: 
x   = deviation score 
X  = raw score (student‟s score) 
X  = mean 
 
b. Formula of Standard Error 
 
       = √
∑  
   ∑  
 
         
   
 
  
  
 
  
    
Where: 
       = standard error of the difference between two means 
n1         = number of cases in group 1 
n2         = number of cases in group 2 
∑  
     = sum of the square deviation scores in group 1 
∑  
     = sum of the squared deviation scores in group 2 
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Finally, the researcher computed the result of the mean score and standard error of the 
difference between two means in order to know if there was a significant difference in the 
results of pre-test and post-test by using the formula that is proposed by Ary, et al. 
(2010:171) as follows: 
t = 
     
      
 
 
Where : 
X1 = mean of group 1 
X2 = mean of group 2 
S      = standard error 
 
FINDINGS  
 This part displays and explains about the result of the pretest and posttest done by the 
students of seventh grade of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora. Since this was an 
experimental research, the data must be explained statistically.  
 The researcher tested the sample of the research twice in the beginning of the research 
and at the end of the research. The pre-test was administered to know the students‟ 
knowledge about writing simple descriptive paragraphs in the early stage while the post-test 
was given to know the effectiveness of the strategy which was applied during the treatment. 
To write simple descriptive paragraphs, there were 3 items that the researcher wanted to 
score. They were grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. Each item was scored from 1 to 5. 
Therefore, the maximum score of the test was 15.  To get a students‟ score, the raw score (a 
student‟ score) was devided by the maximum score. Then, it was multiplied by 100, the 
standard of maximum score. 
 Before conducting the treatment, the researcher was administered pre-test to the 
students of the experimental group and the control one. The pre-test was conducted on 
January 8th, 2014. The results of the pretest of the two groups are listed in Table 3. 
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Table. 3 
The Results of the Pretest of Two Groups 
Experimental Group Control Group 
No Intial Names X1 Initial Names X2 
1. WYN 47 ARS 40 
2. ING 53 MSR 27 
3. FSI 40 KRA 27 
4. WNI 60 NVI 40 
5. NRA 60 WDI 40 
6. SRN 40 NRN 40 
7. DVI 40 FLI 40 
8 DKA 47 HFH 53 
9. ALF 47 DNA 47 
10. LTS 40 MRD 40 
11. MSI 40 HRA 33 
12. RZA 40 MNF 40 
13. SAJ 47 RFT 40 
14. ADM 40 RNI 47 
15. MDA 40 NMA 53 
16. MRA 40 VNI 33 
17. AWD 40 IYA 47 
18. MSL 40 FIA 33 
19 ANS 40 DAR 47 
20. IFR 53 AAS 47 
Total 894  814 
 Having obtained the result of pretest, the reseacher then computed the mean score of 
students‟ initial achievement for both experimental and control group. The mean score was 
the sum of score of all students were divided by number of students. The computation can 
be seen as follow: 
Mean of experimental group    Mean of Control Group 
 X1 = 894      X2  = 814 
          20                    20 
  = 44.7            = 40.7 
The researcher found that the mean score of experimental group before treatment was 
44.7 and the mean score of control group before treatment was 40.7.  
4.1.2 Results of Posttest 
After giving the treatment, the researcher administered post-test to the students of the 
experimental group and the control one. The post-test was conducted on February 8
th
, 2014. 
The table below shows the result of posttest of two groups.    
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Table 4 
The Results  of the Posttest of Two Groups 
Experimental Group Control Group 
No. 
Initial 
Name 
X1 
x1 
(X1    X1) 
x1
2
 
Initial  
Name  
X2 
x2 
(X2    X2) 
x2
2
 
1. WYN 87 13.6 184.9 ARS 47 -2.5 6.2 
2. ING 80 6.6 43.5 MSR 47 -2.5 6.2 
3. FSI 80 6.6 43.5 KRA 47 -2.5 6,2 
4. WNI 80 6.6 43.5 NVI 53 3.4 11.5 
5. NRA 87 13.6 184.9 WDI 53 3.4 11.5 
6. SRN 60 -13.4 179.5 NRN 53 3.4 11.5 
7. DVI 60 -13.4 179.5 FLI 53 3.4 11.5 
8. DKA 73 -0.4 0.16 HFH 53 3.4 11.5 
9. ALF 67 -6.4 40.9 DNA 47 -2.5 6.2 
10. LTS 67 -6.4 40.9 MRD 47 -2.5 6.2 
11. MSI 73 -0.4 0.16 HRA 53 3.4 11.5 
12. RZA 73 -0.4 0.16 MNF 53 3.4 11.5 
13. SAJ 67 -6.4 40.9 RFT 53 3.4 11.5 
14. ADM 87 13.6 184.9 RNI 53 3.4 11.5 
15. MDA 67 -6.4 40.9 NMA 53 3.4 11.5 
16 MRA 73 -0.4 0.16 VNI 53 3.4 11.5 
17. AWD 60 -13.4 179.5 IYA 47 -2.5 6.2 
18. MSL 67 -6.4 40.9 FIA 53 3.4 11.5 
19. ANS 80 6.6 43.5 DAR 53 3.4 11.5 
20. IFR 80 6.6 43.5 AAS 73 23.4 547.5 
Total 1468  1516.8  991  734.2 
 
After treatment conducted, the researcher found that the mean score of both groups 
were increased. The mean score of experimental group showed 73.4. It means that the mean 
score was increased significantly from the pretest. On other words, the independent variable 
brought significant effect. Whereas, the mean score of control group was 49.5. By showing 
the result of both groups, there was an increase of mean score from the prestest. In control 
group, the mean score was not increase a lot as the experimental group. The computation 
below showed the mean score of two groups.     
Mean Score of Experimental Group           Mean Score of Control Group  
X 1  = 1468                X2    =  991 
                        20                  20     
       = 73.4             = 49.55 
     ∑  1
2 
  =  1516.8            ∑ 2
2
    =  734.2 
 
Furthermore, the researcher counted the standard error of the difference between two 
means of two groups. Counting the value of the standard error aimed at computing the t-
counted which functions to find out that there was relations between the independent and 
dependent variables of this study.  
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After counting the standard error, the value obtained was 2.4. This value was used to 
count t-counted. The following was the computation of t-counted; 
t = 
     
      
 
= 
         
   
 
= 
    
   
 
= 9.9     (t counted value) 
In order to find out whether the hypothesis of this research was accepted or rejected, 
the researcher needed to test the hypothesis based on the result of the data analysis. The 
researcher found that the t-counted was 9.9. In order to know the significant difference of 
the test, the researcher compared the value of the t-counted with the value of t-table. Since, 
degree of freedom (df)= n1 + n2 – 2 = 20 + 20 – 2 = 38 with 0.05 level of significant could 
not be found in the t-table applied, the researcher had to calculate the t-table using the 
formula of interpolation computation as follows: 
t-table = 
 
 
     
where:  a  = 38 – 30 
= 8 
b  = 40 – 30  
= 10 
c   = 30  2.04 
= 40  2.02 
= 2.04 – 2.02 
= 0.02 
t-table = 
 
 
     
= 
 
  
        
= 0.016 
t-counted > t-table = Ha is accepted 
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t-counted < t-table = Ho is rejected 
df (38) = 2.042 – 0.016 = 2.026. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Related to the result of students' pre-test, none of the students passed the test. The 
standard score at SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora was 65. Meanwhile, the highest score 
in pre-test was 53 and the lowest score was 40. It shows that no students  passed the test. All 
of students got score lower than 65. This result proved that the students still got confused in 
writing simple descriptive paragraphs.  
After giving the pre-test to the students, the researcher found that there were many 
mistakes made by the students in writing descriptive paragraph. The students got some 
problems. First, they had lack of idea. They did not know what they should write. They got 
confused when the researcher asked them to write a paragraph. Second, they had lack of 
knowledge. They did not know how to start writing a paragraph. These problems made the 
students did not have desire and enthusiasm to write.  
In this research, three items needed to be measured. They were vocabulary, grammar 
and spelling. In pre-test, most of students had lack of English vocabulary. Some of students 
combine their sentence with Indonesian Language. For example: my best friend’s name is 
Devi, hobinya volly ball. Her skin cokelat. The correct sentence that should be written by 
the students is my best friends’s name is Devi. Her hobby is volly ball. Her skin is brown. In 
addition, some grammatical and spelling errors were found when they wrote their paragraph 
with the tittle of “my best friend” in pre-test, for example: my friend’s name is mia audina. 
Age twelve. Hobby bettminton end reading book. Her my favorit color purple, her skin color 
wait. And Her small end short. Instead of saying my friend’s name Mia audina. Her age is 
twelve. Her hobbies are badminton and reading book. Her favorite color is purple. Her skin 
is white. Her body is thin and short. Based on the result of the test, it can be seen by using 
percetage of the students score. Most of the students who made many mistakes in their 
vocabulary were 60%. The students‟ incorrect grammar was 25%. Moreover, the students 
who could not use the correct spelling were 15%.  Therefore, the researcher compared the 
result of the pretest with the standard score of school that was 65. Indeed, it can be said that 
the students‟ writing ability was still poor.  
After getting the result of pretest, the researcher conducted her treatment to improve 
the students‟ability of the seventh grade at SMPN 1 Sindue Tombusabora  in writing simple 
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descriptive paragraphs through clustering strategy. In this case, the researcher applied the 
teaching writing descriptive paragraph which focused on vocabulary, grammar and spelling. 
In doing the treatment, the researcher gave some topics to the students that have relation to 
teaching materials. After that, she treated them by using clustering strategy in order to make 
them easy to start their writing. For each meeting, the researcher asked the students to 
cluster the words that figured out into their mind about the topic. Then, they made an 
outline of the cluster words. Finally, they made a simple paragraph by using those words in 
the outline. As the fact, the clustering strategy guided the students to get many ideas about 
the topic and also the outlining helped them to organize those ideas before they started to 
write. Meanwhile, in control group, the researcher applied conventional teaching. In this 
teaching process, she did not use any specific techniques that can support the teaching 
learning in control group. 
After conducting the treatment, the researcher gave post-test in experimental and 
control group. The result of the posttest both groups had progress but the progress itself was 
different. The total score of the students in experimantal group was greater than the total 
score in control group. It was caused the teaching learning process applied in class by using 
clustering strategy can influence it. The result of posttest was different from the result of the 
pretest. It can be known by using the number of the students‟ mistakes and score. According 
to the number of the students who made many mistakes was decreased from 60% to 25% in 
pretest. Then, the incorrect grammar reduced from 25% to 10%. Next, the students who 
cannot use the correct spelling were decrease since decline become 15% to 8%. Besides, 
based on the number of the students score, It indicated that, there were only 3 students from 
20 students who did not pass the test. Consquently, the result shows that applying the 
clustering strategy could improve the ability of the seventh grade students at SMPN 1 
Sindue Tombusabora  in writing simple descriptive paragraphs.  
Regarding to the findings, the researcher compared her research with the previous 
studies written by Salam (2011) and Maula (2010). The tittle of the first researcher was 
using clustering strategy to improve students‟ writing of recount text. The second one was 
the effectiveness of clustering strategy in teaching of writing narrative text. Based on the 
two previous study,  the researcher may conclude that clustering strategy was not only used 
to improve the students‟ ability in writing simple descriptive paragraphs but also applied to 
improve students‟ writing of recount and narrative text.  
 
 
e-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) │ Vol. 1 No. 1 – ISSN 2331-1841 13 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS  
After discussing and analyzing the data previously, the researcher finally draws 
conclusion as follows:   
The result of data analysis showed that the t-counted (9.9) was greater than the t-table 
(2.026). By looking at the result of t-counted and t-table, it can be said that there was a 
significant improvement of the students‟ achievement. In other word, the use of clustering 
strategy could improve the ability of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Sindue 
Tombusabora in writing simple descriptive paragraphs.  
Having conducted the research, the researcher would like to offer some suggestions as 
follows that might be important for the improvement of the students‟  ability in writing 
simple descriptive paragraphs. First, teacher should apply the appropriate method, approach, 
technique, strategy and media when they are teaching especially in writing simple 
descriptive paragraphs, for example clustering strategy. So that the students will not get 
bored in teaching learning process in the classroom.  
Second, for the students, the research is certainly aimed at improving their ability in 
writing. When being taught by using these descriptive paragraphs, the students get easier to 
learn or even to master grammar, vocabulary and spelling in order to improve their 
language skills. 
Finally, for the further researcher who are interested in conducting similar research. 
They can use the output of this research to be a reference of their  researches. Moreover, 
they also can explain the material deepply. Therefore, the students are not confused to 
develop their ideas when they want to write a paragraph especially simple descriptive 
paragraph.   
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